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Calm.                           [CHAP.

Chateauneuf-Randon and Delmas were relatively unimportant,
and only Galon deserves a few words

Etienne Nicolas Galon was one of the oldest members of the
Convention, being sixty-seven years of age He had entered
the old royal army in 1750 as an engineer geographer, and had
served in Germany during the Seven Years' War, and in the
West Indies, but had never risen above the rank of captain.
He had been employed for the greater part of his life in making
maps, and was an accomplished mathematician, and in these
capacities he had long been attached to the head-quarters staff
of the army. At the commencement of the Revolution, he
entered political life, and became in succession an administrator
of the department of the Oise, and a deputy, first to the
Legislative Assembly and then to the Convention In these
assemblies he never distinguished himself as an orator, but in
both, his advanced age, experience and knowledge of the
science of war made him an influential member of the military
committees. In the Military Committee of the Convention
he was particularly useful, for he was the only military
member who never went on mission, and his first important
motion resulted in the establishment of the " depOt-general"
of maps, of which, he was appointed director-general on April
16, 1793. It was Galon who suggested the formation of the
famous " Topographical Committee," which advised Carnot
on the general conduct and strategical combinations of the
great war, and he was the most influential member, of that
Committee from the fact of his being a deputy, which enabled
him to protect his colleagues, as well as many other experienced
officers, including Berthier, the future Prince of Neufch&tel
and Wagram. A mere mention will suffice of the civilian
members of the Military Committee of the Convention, which,
during the latter months of 1792 and the beginning of 1793,
included Carra, Lecointe-Puyraveau and Lidon, the Girondins,
Lacroix and Fabre d'Eglantine, the friends of Danton, Merlin
of Douai, Jean Debry, Albitte, Laurent, Goupilleau of
Fontenay, Duquesnoy, and Olivier-G^rente.

The influence of the Military Committee was at first small,